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Bathurst Uniting Church 
10 April 2020 
Good Friday 
 
1. Welcome 
 

Welcome, everyone, to our service of reflection for Good Friday. 
Last Sunday’s joyful palms lay where they fell. 
The crowds who cried ‘Hosanna!’ just five days ago now gather murmuring 
darkly in the wings…  
 
And we continue to walk with Jesus – watching from a distance – as his 
friends and family and followers watched… For the high hopes of Palm 
Sunday must give way, now, to the deeper hope, the faith-stretching hope, of 
this day… 
 

2. Acknowledgement  
 

As we gather,  
A community dispossessed of our gathering place, 
Yet standing together in the solidarity of grief and hope, 
we acknowledge the Wiradjuri people. 
We honour them for their 
custodianship of the land on 
which many of us live, work, worship 
and find sanctuary.  
 

3. Call to worship 
 

Welcome to this sacred place,  
a place of remembering, a place of helplessness, 
a place of loneliness, a place of betrayal, 
a place of tears and mourning,  
a place of death, a place of hope. 
 
For from this sacred place, across space and time, 
a cry of victory echoes from defeat; 
a ray of light pierces the darkness. 
 
From this sacred place, nail-scarred hands reach out  
to embrace a world that knows no other peace. 
 
Come, let us draw aside for a while, to walk with the dying Christ, 
who suffers with all who suffer, that we might be healed; 
who is broken with all that is broken, that it might be made whole. 
 
For this is the story that gives us life, 
in our own places of remembering and helplessness, 
loneliness and betrayal, 
tears and mourning – 
even unto death, and beyond. 
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4. Song: Were you there?  
 (Together in Song #345, verses 1-5)  
 

We can’t generally post the words to hymns for copyright reasons.  
They can easily be found on-line – or in any hymn-book you have at home.  
If you would like to borrow one of the church’s copies of Together in Song for home 
use during the ‘shut-down’, please contact us and we’ll arrange to drop off a copy. 

 
5. Reading: The Garden of Gethsemane    Jennie Tomlinson 
 (Matthew 26:36-46)  
 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place 
called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here 
while I go over there and pray." He took Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he 
began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said 
to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to 
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with 
me."  

 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My 
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will."  

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men 
not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. "Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  

He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for 
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done."  

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, 
saying the same thing.  

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 

 
 
6. Video: ‘The Garden’  
 from ‘Good Friday’ by the Skit Guys. 
 

 By The Skit Guys Studio. Purchased with usage licence, including Streaming 
 Rights (by gracious permission of the rights owners, in response to the 
 pandemic). 
 
 To watch a preview version: https://skitguys.com/videos/good-friday 
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7. Reading: Jesus accused       Kaye Price 
 (Matthew 27:11-26)  
 

Jesus was taken before the governor,  
Pontius Pilate, and the governor asked him, 
"Are you the king of the Jews?"  
      
"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.  

When he was accused by the chief priests 
and the elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, "Don't 
you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?" But Jesus 
made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great 
amazement of the governor.  

Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked 
them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called Christ?" For he knew it was out of envy that 
they had handed Jesus over to him.  

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.  

"Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the 
governor.  

"Barabbas," they answered.  

"What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate 
asked.  

They all answered, "Crucify him!"  

"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"  

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an 
uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of 
the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your 
responsibility!"  

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and 
handed him over to be crucified. 
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8. Prayer of confession  
 Our response to each line of the confession is ‘Crucify him!’ 
 

When we ought to speak up, but keep silent…    Crucify him! 
When we ought to act, but do nothing…     Crucify him! 
When we close our hearts to God’s call on our lives…   Crucify him! 
When we close our ears to cries of our hurting neighbour…  Crucify him! 
When we withhold mercy and forgiveness from fellow sinners…  Crucify him! 
When we refuse to be reconciled across barriers and divisions… Crucify him! 
When we fail to love those for whom Jesus died –  
including ourselves…       Crucify him! 
When we fail to live the abundant life Jesus offered us…  Crucify him! 

 
9. Hymn: My song is love unknown 
 (Together in Song #341, verses 1, 3, 7) 
 
10. Reading: ‘And as he struggles on…’   
 

And as he struggles on he recognises every 
roaring, jeering face. He knows our names.  
He know our histories.  
 
And since, as well as being a weak and 
frightened man, he’s also the love that makes 
the world, to whom all times and places are 
equally present, he isn’t just feeling the anger and spite and unbearable self-
disgust of this one crowd on this one Friday morning in Palestine; he’s turning 
his bruised face toward the whole human crowd, past and present and to 
come, and accepting everything we have to throw at him, everything we fear 
we deserve ourselves.  
 
The doors of his heart are wedged open wide, and in rushes the whole 
pestilential flood, the vile and roiling tide of cruelties and failures and 
secrets… Let me take that from you, he is saying. Give that to me instead. Let 
me carry it.  
 
I am big enough. I am wide enough. I am not what you were told. I am not 
your king or your judge. I am the father who longs for every last one of his 
children. I am the friend who will never leave you. I am the light behind the 
darkness. I am the shining your shame cannot extinguish. I am the ghost of 
love in the torture chamber. I am change and hope. I am the refining fire. I am 
the door where you thought there was only wall. I am what comes after 
deserving. I am the earth that drinks up the bloodstain. I am gift without cost. I 
am. I am. I am. Before the foundations of the world, I am. 
 
From Francis Spufford (2013) Unapologetic: Why, despite everything, 
Christianity can still make surprising emotional sense (London: HarperOne) 
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11. Reading: The Crucifixion      John Hoye 
 (Mark 15:21-34)        
 

A certain man from Cyrene, called Simon,  
was passing by on his way in from the country,  
and they forced him to carry the cross. 
They brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means The Place of the 
Skull). Then they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified 
him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to 
see what each would get.  

It was the third hour when they crucified him. The written notice of the charge 
against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. They crucified two robbers with 
him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by hurled insults 
at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, come down from the cross and save 
yourself!"  

 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him 
among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 
Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we 
may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  

 At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?"— which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

 
12. Hymn: O sacred head, sore wounded  
 (Together in Song #339, verses 1, 2a, 3b) 
 
13. Reading: The two robbers (Luke 23: 39-43)   Nikki Tomlinson  

One of the criminals who hung there hurled 
insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ?  
Save yourself - and us!"  

But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you 
fear God," he said, "since you are under the 
same sentence? We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve.  
But this man has done nothing wrong."  

Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  

Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise." 
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14. Video: Last Words of Christ: The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 
 

By the Skit Guys Studio. Purchased with usage licence, including Streaming 
Rights (by gracious permission of the rights owners, in response to the 
pandemic). 
 
To watch a preview version:  
https://skitguys.com/videos/last-words-of-christ-the-rich-young-ruler 

 
 (The rich young ruler is angry. It’s outrageous. He has worked all his life to 
merit eternal life – and when asked what more was necessary, Jesus told him 
to sell everything he had and give it to the poor… And now…  this robber, this 
criminal – Jesus promises him paradise on the spot! As if salvation were – 
outrageous! – as if salvation not something you earned. As if it were…  
a gift!...) 
 

 
15. Prayer        
 

Jesus,  
A wretched robber with his dying breath acknowledges you as his King; asks 
you to be his friend and advocate before God. And dies forgiven, accepted 
and free; trusting in an unquenchable hope.  
May we, with the same simplicity of heart, accept the fullness of your love and 
forgiveness; the fullness of the promise; the fullness of the gift. 
And may we never forget that the gift is free – but not cheap… 
Amen. 
 

16. Reading: The death of Jesus      Betty Cowan 
 (John 19:28-30; Mark 15:38-39; Luke 23:49) 
 

Later, knowing that all was now 
completed, and so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am 
thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was 
there, so they soaked a sponge in it, 
put the sponge on a stalk of the 
hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' 
lips. When he had received the drink, 
Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit… 
 
At this moment, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and 
saw how he died, he said: ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!’ … 
 
And all those who knew him stood at a distance, watching these things…. 
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17. Prayer 
 

Jesus, help us to stand, this day, with all those who suffer and grieve,  
as those who loved Jesus suffered and grieved, helplessly watching tragedy 
unfold –  
kept at a distance – and not yet able to see in it the presence or purposes or 
promises of God, not yet able to find hope, but grieving and uncertain and 
alone… 
 
Let us be your arms held out to them in loving embrace… 
 
Amen. 

 

18. Video: Stabat mater dolorosa        
 From ‘Stabat Mater’ by Giovanni Battista Pergolesi  
 Performed by Rev Claire Wright and Rev Radhika Sukumar-White, with 
 accompanist  Phillip Fraser at Gladesville Uniting Church, Easter 2018 
 
 Stabat mater dolorosa  The grieving mother stood 
 juxta crucem lacrimosa  weeping by the cross 
 dum pendebat filius   where hung her son. 
 
  

 The Christ Candle is snuffed out. 
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19. Reflection: ‘It is finished’ 
‘It is finished’. Perhaps it is a cry of finality: the end of a life well lived, a fight 
well fought. The world had done its worst: Jesus had stayed faithful to his 
message and his mission to the end, and can now rest. This is how the 
disciples heard it that day: as the end of a life, and of all their hopes. And it is 
important to remember that Jesus really did die: he didn’t faint or get 
supernaturally wafted away: he drank the bitter cup right to the end. So we 
can never say that ‘God doesn’t know; God doesn’t understand’. Whatever 
we have suffered, or are suffering in this season – even to death itself – God 
is intimately and personally acquainted with our human experience. When we 
suffer, in a meaningful way God is right there with us. No cry of anguish goes 
unheard. No tear of grief goes unseen. And whatever lies beyond death, we 
have a Friend who has gone before us. 
‘It is finished’. Perhaps it is a cry of fulfilment: a long and difficult mission 
accomplished; a purpose well and faithfully completed. Jesus journeyed to 
Jerusalem in the full knowledge of what would happen to him there. In the 
Garden, he wrestled with the cup before him – and steeled himself to drain it 
to the dregs. Before Pilate, he bowed to a greater power than any might of 
Empire. Jesus clearly believed that this moment of his death somehow 
fulfilled his mission on earth; that somehow it cleared the way for the 
restoration and transformation of the world…  
Suffering can never again be meaningless; death can never again be the last 
word; evil can never really fully conquer good; sin and fear need never again 
separate human beings from God and one another…  
For when Jesus cried ‘My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?’, he 
was, somehow, in that moment, taking upon himself the terrible loneliness of 
separation from God – a separation he had never previously known; a 
separation that we, as arrogant and self-sufficient human beings, constantly 
invite and deserve….  
‘Let me take that for you… I am big enough…’ Somehow, on the Cross, as a 
willing, loving, forgiving victim of the world’s violence and injustice – fully 
human and fully God –  Jesus took all the world’s brokenness onto himself – 
and took it to the grave. All that could separate us from God, and from one 
another: dead and buried, once and for all. ‘Once, and for all.’ Once, and for 
you and me... Once, and for our self-isolating neighbour… None of us has 
any longer to carry our fear or failure or loneliness or anger or regret. Jesus 
took it all onto himself; took it for us; and took it to the grave.  
‘It is finished.’ If we believe that Jesus died for us… If we believe that Jesus 
has taken to the grave all that separates us from God and one another, all 
that separates us from abundant life…  If like the thief on the cross we believe 
that Jesus has a kingdom beyond death… If we are prepared to leave our 
baggage and our burdens at the foot of the Cross and step into the promise of 
a new life and a new world… Perhaps it is not ‘finished’ after all…  
‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus told his friends on the night before he died. ‘Unless 
a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain. 
But if it dies, it produces many seeds.’…  
Friends, in this troubled world, in this troubled season, may we be the new 
crop, the new start, the new life that Jesus died to plant in the world.  
May we hear the death-cry of Jesus on the cross – ‘It is finished’ – and 
respond with a hope-filled heart-cry of our own: ‘Oh Lord, it has only begun…’ 
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20. Hymn: When I survey the wondrous cross 
 (Together in Song #342, verses  
 
21. Reading: The burial       Julie Greig 
 (Mark 15:42-46)   
 

It was Preparation Day (that is, 
the day before the Sabbath).  
So as evening approached, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a 
prominent member of the 
Council, who was himself waiting 
for the kingdom of God, went 
boldly to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus' body.  
 
Pilate was surprised to hear that 
he was already dead.  
 
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he 
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.  
 
So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the 
linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock.  
 
Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 

 
22. Sending out 
 

On the Sabbath, the Saturday, they rested. They would come back to the 
tomb after the Sabbath was over, on the third day, Sunday morning… The 
story has not ended. It has only just begun… But we wait. We sit with this part 
of the story – with its mystery, and its grief, its questions and its cries – and 
we wait – as we must wait, it seems, on so many things, this Easter… 
So now: go in peace, to wait in hope for the glimmer of dawn  
on Easter Sunday.  
Go in peace, to wait in faith that the stone will be rolled away. 
Go in peace, to wait – trusting the promise of Jesus Christ that he will never 
leave us or forsake us…  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 


