
  

 

 

Bathurst Uniting Church 

Sharing God’s love by connecting people to God; 

people to people; and people to community. 

 

 

Physical Distance – Social Connection - Community Care 

 

Newsletter Sunday,10 May 2020 

 

10 May 2020   Easter 5A 

‘One of the biggest questions we must face as followers of Christ is that of 
how our faith interacts with the crises in our world, and our engagement 
with them. It can be tough to walk the line between faith as an escape that 
makes us feel safe by “protecting” us from the world’s problems, and faith 
as little more than a framework for directing our own efforts to fix things… 
The third way – that of participating in God’s saving work while 
simultaneously trusting God for the outcome in our lives and world – is not 
always easy to live. But it is the challenge we are given this week through 
the Scriptures. 

May we find both assurance and a call to action in our worship this week.’ 

John Van de Laar,  
http://www.sacredise.com/lectionary-resources/easter-5alectionary-resources/easter-5a 

     

 

Staying Connected 

Minister of the Word 
Rev Claire Wright 

For pastoral matters Sunday to 
Friday contact 63311306 

(Manse) or 0490 678 593 or 
email 

rev.claire.wright@gmail.com 
 

Coronavirus Response Team: 

BUCconnect@gmail.com 

Pastoral Response Group:  

David or Ellie at 

BUCconnect@gmail.com 

 

Welfare Response Group:  

Julie at BUCconnect@gmail.com  

 

 

Sunday Worship: 10 May 2020 

Resources for this Sunday’s 

worship will be available by 

Sunday morning on the website 

bathurstunitingchurch.com.au 

including a printed liturgy and 

video to download. 

Virtual morning tea will be at 

11am on Zoom 

 

This week, we read together:  

Acts 7:55-60  (The stoning of Stephen: ‘Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit’) 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (‘Into your hand I commit my spirit’) 
 
1 Peter 2:2-10  (‘Like living stones… built into a spiritual house’) 
 
John 14:1-14  (‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God.’) 
 

‘Sunday at 5’ on Zoom  

Our informal evening ‘Sunday 

@ 5’ service meets via Zoom 

at 5.00pm each Sunday 

evening. If you’d like to join 

us, click on this link 
https://zoom.us/j/640626609 or 

enter the Meeting ID  

640 626 609 in the Zoom app. All 

welcome! 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the ‘mothers’ amongst us: the women who have raised us – and 

those who nurture and care for us still; the aunties, grandmas, sisters, 

neighbours and friends who touch our lives for good and growth. We honour and 

bless you.  

Why not place a flower from your garden, or a ‘thank you’ card, on the doorstep 

of a female neighbour this Sunday? You might just make someone’s day (or 

week)… 
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THE MODERATOR IS JOINING US FOR VIRTUAL MORNING TEA NEXT WEEK! 

The Moderator, Rev Simon Hansford, will be joining us form Virtual Morning Tea at 11.00am on the 17th May – in case 

you needed an extra reason to ‘Zoom’ in! 

Virtual Morning Tea (each Sunday morning at 11.00 am) is in any case a great time of fellowship and catching up.  

To join, simply click on the link: 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145   or enter the Meeting ID: 980-9687-9145 in your Zoom app.    

If you haven’t done this before send an email to 

BUCconnect@gmail.com including your phone 

number and Julie will give you a ring to help you get 

started. 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY EXPLORATION SESSION 
 
Once again our session on Wednesday afternoon 

proved to be one of laughter and fun. We looked 

at setting up own Zoom rooms, so you can chat 

with friends and family. We also explored using 

WhatsApp to do video calls. 

 

Next Wednesday at 5.30pm, Robyn Wray will be “guest presenter” to show us how to use Facebook to 

advantage – and safely. If you’d like to join us, email  BUCconnect@gmail.com and Julie will get back to you. 

 

 

THANKS AND APPRECIATION 
 
Rev Claire would like to thank everyone who has participated in our Sunday services over the shut-down 
period: it’s been such a joy to see one another’s smiling faces (if only virtually) – and to feel truly ‘one 
though many, gathered though scattered’. Particular thanks to Judy Brooke (pipe organ) and David McLeod 
(French horn) – pictured here before social distancing! – and Sharynne McLeod (DVD deliveries). 

        

                           

 
Also, warmest appreciation to: 
 
BUC members who support online youth group, online KUCA, PALS 

families, and pastoral care and worship in aged care homes 

 

BUC members who are supporting the homeless (e.g., with sleeping 

bags and meals) even though the Uniting Safe Shelter can't open 

 

BUC members who are continuing to give their weekly offerings and additional donations 

 

BUC members whose acts of grace and generosity warm our hearts every day: offering biscuits and 

flowers; sharing BUC services with friends and neighbours (in Bathurst and across the world); and (in 

one case this week) giving a generous donation to lighten a mother’s load this Mothers' Day.  
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IMAGES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN… 

 

Greetings from Seru and our friends     And somehow, in gardens all over Bathurst:  

at ‘Cheriton’ Aged Care.     glory! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo competition: ‘What sustains me?’ 
 
Inspired by the Bathurst Multi-Cultural Festival’s ‘At Home’ photo competition – and by some creative 
photo-sharing among the Sunday@5 ‘Zoom’ congregation – and by the need to keep the content coming 
for Ruth as she puts out a Newsletter each week! – I’m hereby launching our own BUC Photo Competition, 
for all readers of this Newsletter.  
 
Take a photo that answers for you the question ‘What Sustains Me?’ (You can read Uniting Church leaders’ 
reflections on this theme, if you wish, in our website worship resources this week.) What is sustaining you 
– or your faith – during this difficult time? Send your photo(s) to rev.claire.wright@gmail.com over the 
next three weeks, with just a few words about what the photo is, and how it relates to ‘What sustains me?’ 
 
We’ll publish selections in the Newsletter as they come in – and I will give a Special Mystery Prize for my 
favourite photo (warning: the judge’s opinion is completely subjective and arbitrary, but final!) at the end 
of the month.  Rev. Claire 
    …………………………………………………………… 
 

One thing that sustains me is the view from my window at the very beginning of each new day . It reminds me that 

no matter what has happened God gives us a new day every twenty-four hours and in that first light it is full of hope 

and endless possibilities. This photo was taken just before the fog rolled in.        Ruth 
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‘With glad and generous hearts’ (Acts 2:46) 

THANK YOU 

A very big thank you to all of those members who have money invested in the 

church’s Self Help Fund. At this time when regular weekly offerings are not 

able to be received, the church has been able to use interest earned from the 

Self Help Fund to help meet ongoing expenses.  

   …………………………………………….. 

Even though we aren’t physically attending worship, please remember that 

we rely heavily on your generosity in making regular financial offerings, to 

enable us to continue to minister to you, and our networks and neighbours - 

especially in a time of widespread distress.  

Money can be deposited by calling into any branch of the Westpac Bank and 

depositing to 

BSB: 634634 

Account No: 100027964 

Account Name:  Bathurst City – Giving Direct 

Internet transfers can also be processed to this account. Alternatively contact 

BUCconnect@gmail.com   to obtain  a DIrect Debit form to send to Uniting 

Financial Services 

 

 

The Newsletter 

The Newsletter will continue to 

be sent out (and posted on the 

Website) weekly with updates 

and resources. 

Please contact Ruth at 

BUCconnect@gmail.com if you 

wish to be added to the e-

mailing list – or to submit prayer 

requests or good news stories of 

how you are staying connected 

and active! 

 

 

Prayer Matters 

 We pray together: 

• For all affected by coronavirus, or impacted by fear and social 
isolation 

• For those awaiting postponed elective surgeries and other 
medical care 

• For ‘front-line’ medical staff, teachers and other ‘heroes’ of the 
pandemic  

• For residents and staff in Aged Care facilities, and their loved 
ones 

• For the homeless, refugees in detention and other vulnerable 
populations 

• For those out of work and facing hardship and uncertainty 

• For our Church Council and committees as we seek to ‘keep the 
ship afloat’ 

• For each other and for your neighbour – whether known to you 
or unknown 

 

Remember to email BUCconnect or call Rev. Claire if you’d like to 

pray with someone. 

Dates for your Diary 

All ‘in-person’ events and groups 

have been suspended until 

further notice.  

 

Photos for the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media 

and newsletter 

If you are happy for photos of you to 

be included on the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media and 

in the newsletter, please email YES 

to BUCconnect@gmail.com. Most 

of the photos have been taken by 

Sharynne and she will only include 

ones where you look good! 

 

 

 

 

Helping the BUC family stay in 

touch: a new members-only 

FACEBOOK GROUP 

We’re setting up a private 

Facebook Group, as a virtual 

‘meeting place’ or ‘notice board’ 

for BUC members to share stories 

and news, prayers and prayer 

requests.  

Email BUCconnect@gmail.com  if 

you are interested. 
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