
 Bathurst Uniting Church 

Sharing God’s love by connecting people to God; 

people to people; and people to community. 

Physical Distance – Social Connection - Community Care 

Newsletter Sunday,2 August 2020

Staying Connected 

For pastoral support, please 
contact your Pastoral 
Partner, or one of the Elders, 
or email  
BUCconnect@gmail.com 
and we’ll put you in touch 
with someone. 

Sunday Morning Worship: 2 August 2020 

Resources for this Sunday’s worship will be available by Sunday morning on the 

website    http://www.bathurstunitingchurch.com.au/blog/ 

 including a video to download. 

Theme: Feeding the Five Thousand 

In our communities, homes and churches we all have resources that can be 
used to care for, to ‘feed’ others. As people of God we are recipients of God’s 
commitment to, God’s covenant with, us. We are those who know God’s 
provision and abundance – even if we aren’t financially wealthy. The call we 
must face, though, is to be those who can trust in God’s care for us, and lean 
into God’s commitment to us, and allow this to release us in generosity, in 
inclusivity and in service of others. Paul’s care for his Jewish brothers and 
sisters meant that he was willing to sacrifice and serve them wholeheartedly. 
And Jesus’ words to the disciples ring through the centuries to us: “You feed 
them”. This means that we cannot avoid the responsibility of learning to care 
for and seek to serve those in our neighbourhoods, churches and even our 
own families. It means that we cannot hoard what we have, but must be 
willing to live simply and share what we have, inviting others to sit at the table 
with us. It means that we must be willing to become God’s provision, God’s 
welcome, God’s commitment and God’s service to others. Inevitably, we will 
find ourselves wrestling with God over these challenges, because it is never 
easy to be called by God. And inevitably we will find our hearts broken, our 
souls and bodies wounded by the grief and need we will find ourselves facing 
as we seek to serve others. But, in spite of this, we will also know the joy and 
‘reward’ that comes when we know we are being used by God, and we are 
growing the community that knows and shares God’s feast 

John Van de Laar 

https://sacredise.com/lectionary-resources/proper-13a/ 

‘Sunday at 5’ on Zoom 

Our informal evening ‘Sunday 
@ 5’ service meets via Zoom at 
5.00pm each Sunday evening. 
If you’d like to join us, click on 
this link 
https://zoom.us/j/640626609 
or enter the Meeting ID 
640 626 609 in the Zoom app. 

All welcome! 

LECTIONARY READINGS: 

Genesis 32:22-31: 

Psalm 17:1-7, 15: 

Romans 9:1-5: 

Matthew 14:13-21: Jesus tries to get some time to himself after hearing of 
John’s death, but the crowds find him, and end up, late in the day, in a remote 
place and without food. Jesus instructs the disciples to feed them, but they 
object that they only have few resources. Jesus then feeds the crowds with 
the disciples’ food, after which baskets of leftovers are gathered up. 

Virtual Morning Tea 
We meet for Virtual 
Morning Tea (via Zoom) 
every Sunday morning at 
11.00am:  
Everyone welcome to join 
us! Simply click on this link:   
https://uca-
nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879
145      
or enter the meeting ID 980-
9687-9145 in the Zoom app. 

http://www.bathurstunitingchurch.com.au/blog/
https://sacredise.com/lectionary-resources/proper-13a/
https://zoom.us/j/640626609
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2032:22-31&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2017:1-7,%2015&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%209:1-5&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014:13-21&version=CEB
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145


Gathering in Machattie Park 

Everyone is invited to a Gathering in Machattie Park this Saturday 1st August from 1pm - 2pm. 

The same protocols (see below) will apply as occurred at the farewell to Rev Claire. 

Bring your own food and drink, if required. 

At this Gathering we will be asking for a person to be responsible for organising such future monthly 

Gatherings. 

Also please watch the Church Website for any possible changes due to weather conditions. 

Reminders to keep us safe during COVID-19 restrictions 

• If you are sick, have a sore throat, cough etc., please don’t come.

• Physical distancing must be maintained at 1.5m between people (it’s OK to be near your family/household).

• NSW Government currently allows 20 people at public gatherings.
Please use common-sense to separate around the park.

• Please don’t shake hands, hug people, etc.

• Please don’t share food (unless you have shop-bought individualised packs).

• Use hand sanitizer often.

• We will have some church seats. Wipe down seats before and after you use them. If you bring your own
chair please use it only for yourself.

This was the sun rising  on 
Wednesday morning just as 
the fog rolled in. It reminded 
me that despite the “fog” we 
sometimes seem to be in, 
God is still there – shining 
through.     Ruth 



Meet the congregation

Each week we plan to learn more about someone from the congregation.  One will be included each week 
so who will be next? 

Send in your answers to these questions and a photo to BUCconnect@gmail.com so people can meet you: 
1. When did you move to Bathurst and where else have you lived?
2. What do you enjoy about Bathurst?
3. What do you enjoy about going to Bathurst Uniting Church?
4. What is something lots of people know about you?

5    What is something not many people know about you 

SANDRA

1. I moved to Bathurst in January 1974 having lived for the first 25 years of my life in Sydney and then
at Caves Beach for 4 years hearing the waves lapping at the shore each night.  For the first couple of
weeks after moving I couldn’t work out what was missing.

2. I enjoy the wonderfully maintained
parks catering for all ages.   The
Begonia House in Machattie park
is  awe inspiring.

3. The thing I love about Bathurst
Uniting church is the variety of
people who come and the talents
of many who work in teams.

4. Many people know I enjoy
gardening, knitting and
sewing.  Making craft for K.U.C.A.
gives me pleasure and seeing kids
enjoying being creative is inspiring.

5. Not many people know I learnt to
swim in Botany Bay.

“With Love to the World” has been received and will be posted or 

distributed within the next week. 

mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘With glad and generous hearts’ (Acts 2:46) 

Even though we aren’t physically attending worship, please remember 

that we rely heavily on your generosity in making regular financial 

offerings, to enable us to continue to minister to you, and our 

networks and neighbours - especially in a time of widespread distress.  

Money can be deposited by calling into any branch of the Westpac 

Bank and depositing to 

BSB: 634634 

Account No: 100027964 

Account Name:  Bathurst City – Giving Direct 

Internet transfers can also be processed to this account. Alternatively 

contact BUCconnect@gmail.com   to obtain  a DIrect Debit form to 

send to Uniting Financial Services 

The Newsletter 

The Newsletter will continue to 

be sent out (and posted on the 

Website) weekly with updates 

and resources. 

Please contact Ruth at 

BUCconnect@gmail.com if you 

wish to be added to the e-

mailing list – or to submit prayer 

requests or good news stories of 

how you are staying connected 

and active! 

Prayer Matters 

 We pray together: 

• For wisdom and care in our communities as the country
‘opens up’ or ‘closes down’ as the situation with Covid 19
develops.

• For all of us as we hear news of fresh outbreaks of the
virus and wonder what that means for the future.

• For those who are facing economic hardship as businesses
struggle and jobs are lost.

• For all those who work in aged care especially in areas
where there are outbreaks.

• For all health care workers as they do their best for their
patients in difficult times.

• For each other and for your neighbour – whether known
to you or unknown

Remember to contact your Pastoral Partner or one of the Elders 
if you’d like to pray with someone – or contact  
BUCconnect@gmail.com 

Dates for your Diary 

Please note that – despite the 
NSW Government’s easing of 
restrictions – all ‘in-person’ 
events and groups of our 
Church continue to be 
suspended until further notice, 
following guidance from 
Presbytery and Synod. Our 
priority is not ‘resuming 
activity’, but ensuring the 
safety and well-being of our 
church family and community. 
(See the full-page Notice: 
Update on Gatherings on the 
website for more details.) 

Photos for the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media 

and newsletter 

If you are happy for photos of you to 

be included on the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media and 

in the newsletter, please email YES 

to BUCconnect@gmail.com. Most 

of the photos have been taken by 

Sharynne and she will only include 

ones where you look good! 

Physical Distance – Social Connection - Community Care 

THANKS AND APPRECIATION 

Once again we say a big thank you to those who having been 

creating the services each week in a different way from what they 

have been used to. Never believe the saying that “you can’t teach 

an old dog new tricks.” Thank you all! 

mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com
mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com
mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com

