
  

 

 

Bathurst Uniting Church 

Sharing God’s love by connecting people to God; 

people to people; and people to community. 

 

 

Physical Distance – Social Connection - Community Care 

Newsletter Sunday,5 July 2020 

 

Staying Connected 

 

For pastoral support, please 
contact your Pastoral 
Partner, or one of the Elders, 
or email  
BUCconnect@gmail.com 
and we’ll put you in touch 
with someone. 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship: 5 July 2020 

Resources for this Sunday’s worship will be available by Sunday morning on the 

website bathurstunitingchurch.com.au including a printed liturgy and video to 

download. 

Theme: Jesus invites those who are burdened to come to Him and rest. 

Jesus, while lamenting that some people will not or cannot receive him and 

his message, nevertheless invites any who are burdened to come to him. This 

makes it very clear that God longs for connection with us, and God is always 

available and accessible to those who need and want God. In addition, in this 

world where the effects of sin – injustice, slavery of all kinds, conflict and 

judgement – are widespread and bring devastation to so many, Christ comes 

as the one who seeks to bring relief – liberation, justice, peace and mercy. All 

of which leaves us with a choice: Will we accept Christ’s invitation and come 

to him to find life, or will we question the effectiveness of Christ’s message 

and presence, and seek to go our own way? Will we live in faith and 

communion with God, or will we live as functional atheists? It’s an important 

choice that every follower of Christ must make daily. 

    John Van de Laar 

https://sacredise.com/lectionary-resources/proper-9a/ 

Virtual Morning Tea 
 
We meet for Virtual Morning Tea (via Zoom) every Sunday morning at 
11.00am:  
Everyone welcome to join us! Simply click on this link:   
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145                                                                                                                           
or enter the meeting ID 980-9687-9145 in the app.  
 

‘Sunday at 5’ on Zoom  

Our informal evening ‘Sunday 
@ 5’ service meets via Zoom at 
5.00pm each Sunday evening. 
If you’d like to join us, click on 
this link 
https://zoom.us/j/640626609 
or enter the Meeting ID  
640 626 609 in the Zoom app.  
 
All welcome! 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS  
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67: Isaac’s servant goes back to Abraham’s 
homeland to find a wife for him. He meets Rebekah, who responds according 
the sign he had asked of God, and so he brings her back to Isaac who marries 
her. 
Psalm 45:10-17: A psalm celebrating a royal wedding and the beauty of the 
bride as she is led to the king. 
Romans 7:15-25a: Paul laments his struggle to do the good that he wants to 
do, while the sin nature within him leads him to do what he doesn’t want to do, 
but he celebrates Christ who provides freedom from this struggle. 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30: Jesus laments the resistance and 
misunderstanding of those who judged both John and him, and gives thanks 
that God reveals wisdom only to the childlike. Then he invites those who are 
burdened to come to him and receive rest. 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/c8e5bd4beb015a8e/Documents/Church%20newsletter/newsletter%2019%20aoril%20master.docx
https://sacredise.com/lectionary-resources/proper-9a/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98096879145
https://zoom.us/j/640626609
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A34-38%2C+42-49%2C+58-67&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2045:10-17&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%207:15-25a&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011:16-19,%2025-30&version=CEB


No Newsletter next week 

There will be no newsletter prepared next week – call it a short mid-winter break for the editor.  It 
will be back the following week .In the mean time you can work on your short biography for coming 
weeks! 

Ruth 

Meet the congregation 

Each week we plan to learn more about someone from the congregation.  One will be included each week 
so who will be next? 

Send in your answers to these questions and a photo to BUCconnect@gmail.com so people can meet you: 
1. When did you move to Bathurst and where else have you lived?
2. What do you enjoy about Bathurst?
3. What do you enjoy about going to Bathurst Uniting Church?
4. What is something lots of people know about you?
5  What is something not many people know about you

Samuel Norman   

When did you move to Bathurst and where else have you lived? 

 I was born at Strathmore private hospital at 202 Russell Street 

Bathurst in 1936 and I have lived at Dunkeld all of my life. I attended 

Dunkeld School in primary, then Wolaroi in Orange, followed by All 

Saints College in Bathurst. 

 What do you enjoy about Bathurst? 

I love Bathurst because I have lived here all my life and enjoy 

meeting lots of people. 

 What do you enjoy about going to Bathurst Uniting Church? 

 I love meeting the congregation and learning more about the bible. 

What is something lots of people know about you?  

I enjoy traveling and I have visited many countries including Russia, Japan, China, England and Germany. 

What is something not many people know about you?  

When I left school I worked on the farm with crops, sheep and cattle.  Later I went into a business firstly, 

working at a petrol service station, then taking on and running myself another service station. Following that 

had an electronics shop ,then with my wife beside me we opened a gift shop. Gwen and myself had three 

children Philip Leanne and Gary. 

mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com


Rev. Claire Wright’s Farewell – Saturday 27th June 2020 

   

   

   

   

   

   



   

   

   

   

   

   
What a wonderful time o, love, fellowship, thankfulness … and restraint from hugging one another (re: COVID-19)! 

 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Claire Wright’s farewell – Saturday 27 June 2020 
  

Thank you to everyone who came to farewell Rev. Claire on Saturday 27th June in Machattie Park. It was a 
beautiful winter’s day and we were so pleased to finally see Rev. Claire and one another after such a long 
time due to COVIC-19 restrictions. We enjoyed catching up, fellowship, and the chance to say goodbye to 
Rev. Claire.  
 
At 1pm presentations were made by: 

• Brian Mowbray and Judy Tyson on behalf of the church 

• Lynne Collette on behalf of the Elders 

• Anthony, Rebecca and Molly Burbidge on behalf of the 5pm service 

• The Mayor Bobby Bourke and Councillor Monica Morse 

• Mel Langi 

• Sharynne McLeod – a book containing over 60 messages from the congregation and people of 
Bathurst 

•  
Then Rev. Claire gave a speech talking about her time at Bathurst and what lay ahead in her new position 
with the Mid North Coast Presbytery. She then sang The Lord Bless You and Keep You - a moving 
blessing that brought us closer to God and one another. You can listen to it here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/myeg7giyh8l6yzw/RevClaireWrightFAREWELL-27June2020.mp4?dl=0 
(accompanied by John Rutter, The Cambridge Singers and the City of London Sinfonia) 
 
The Western Advocate came and took photographs that will be published in the paper this week. They also 
had published a full-page story about Rev. Claire in the Saturday paper on page 11 (with additional images 
and information on pages 1 and 2). You can read Saturday’s story here: 
https://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/6807219/leap-of-faith-reverend-claire-wright-called-to-the-mid-
north-coast/?cs=146 
 
COVID-19 restrictions were adhered to. Thanks to Ellie, Sandra and John who prepared the seating 1.5 
metres apart, Emily and Alex who made sure we all used hand sanitiser and to and everyone who worked 
hard to refrain from hugging one another! 
 
We pray for Rev. Claire as she begins her new ministry next week. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                              
 Report from COVID Response Team 
 
Following careful consideration we have  agreed that we will not gather in the church at 
this time, and will revisit this decision in August. 
The particular reasons that we took into account were: 

• We have many elderly folk 

• We are not allowed to sing at present 

• The weather is very cold 

• People are engaging really well with our online services and if we streamed any 
gathered worship it would not be as good as the current recording. 

 
We are considering having a gathering in Machattie Park similar to Claire’s farewell.  
 
Could people please provide feedback on whether Saturday 1st August or Sunday 2nd August 
would be your preference to: 
       Email: BUCconnect@gmail.com or phone Julie. 

Brian Mowbray  Chairperson ,Church Council  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/myeg7giyh8l6yzw/RevClaireWrightFAREWELL-27June2020.mp4?dl=0
https://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/6807219/leap-of-faith-reverend-claire-wright-called-to-the-mid-north-coast/?cs=146
https://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/6807219/leap-of-faith-reverend-claire-wright-called-to-the-mid-north-coast/?cs=146
mailto:BUCconnect@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘With glad and generous hearts’ (Acts 2:46) 

Even though we aren’t physically attending worship, please remember 

that we rely heavily on your generosity in making regular financial 

offerings, to enable us to continue to minister to you, and our 

networks and neighbours - especially in a time of widespread distress.  

Money can be deposited by calling into any branch of the Westpac 

Bank and depositing to 

BSB: 634634 

Account No: 100027964 

Account Name:  Bathurst City – Giving Direct 

Internet transfers can also be processed to this account. Alternatively 

contact BUCconnect@gmail.com   to obtain  a DIrect Debit form to 

send to Uniting Financial Services 

    

 

 

 

The Newsletter 

The Newsletter will continue to 

be sent out (and posted on the 

Website) weekly with updates 

and resources. 

Please contact Ruth at 

BUCconnect@gmail.com if you 

wish to be added to the e-

mailing list – or to submit prayer 

requests or good news stories of 

how you are staying connected 

and active! 

 

 

 

Prayer Matters 

 We pray together: 

• For wisdom and care in our communities as the country 
‘opens up’  

• For the people of Victoria as some begin renewed 
restrictions. 

• For families preparing to go on long-awaited holidays this 
week. 

• For Rev Claire as she begins her new ministry. 

• For those in Aged Care who are still living with restrictions 
on visits and are feeling isolated and anxious. 

• For young people who have had their studies disrupted 
and they are feeling uncertain and anxious about the 
future. 

• For each other and for your neighbour – whether known 
to you or unknown 

 
Remember to contact your Pastoral Partner or one of the Elders 
if you’d like to pray with someone – or contact  
BUCconnect@gmail.com 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 

Please note that – despite the 
NSW Government’s easing of 
restrictions – all ‘in-person’ 
events and groups of our 
Church continue to be 
suspended until further notice, 
following guidance from 
Presbytery and Synod. Our 
priority is not ‘resuming 
activity’, but ensuring the 
safety and well-being of our 
church family and community. 
(See the full-page Notice: 
Update on Gatherings on the 
website for more details.) 
 

Photos for the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media 

and newsletter 

If you are happy for photos of you to 

be included on the Bathurst Uniting 

Church webpage, social media and 

in the newsletter, please email YES 

to BUCconnect@gmail.com. Most 

of the photos have been taken by 

Sharynne and she will only include 

ones where you look good! 
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