Bathurst Uniting Church

Sharing God's love by connecting people to God;
people to people; and people to community.

Newsletter February 2025

Worship Services

9.30 am in the church

2 February Rev Keith Hamilton Holy Communion
9 February Rev Keith Hamilton

16 February Rev Keith Hamilton

23 February Anthony Head

2 March Rev Keith Hamilton Holy Communion
‘Sunday @ 5’

At 5pm — contemporary, informal, all ages worship
in the Activities Hall.

On the first Sunday of each month there will be Holy
Communion and a shared meal.

Recommences for 2025 this Sunday, 2 February

Photo taken by Sharynne

Church Council Election

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS FOR 2025

Nominations for Church Council close this Sunday 2"? February.

We ask you to prayerfully consider those members of our congregation who have gifts of ministry
that can assist our church fulfil its responsibilities in ministry and mission. Nomination forms are
available in the church office.

The election of Church Council Leaders to take place on Sunday 23rd February 2025. A
candidate will require at least a majority of votes to be elected. All nominees are required to be
either a Confirmed Member or Member-in- Association.

There are information sheets with a nomination form attached to the email that comes with this
newsletter .



Living in hope in a time of splintering

We live in very difficult times. That era of relative peace, not complete peace but relative
peace, extending from Post-World War Il, has stopped. When? It is hard to put a mark on a calendar
because we (perhaps?) live too close to the events. Before and after COVID 19 marks a change. |
lean towards 9/11 and the conflagration it unleashed changed the world. We still live with its
consequences. The response to 9/11 let lose reactions and further actions and reactions across the
world. Extremism only exceeded by further extremism.

Nick Bryant wrote in the SMH 1 February 2025! that “Over the course of January, we
(Australia) have gone through something of a perfect storm of polarisation.” A Pew research?in 2022
found that 72% of Australians believe that their children will be financially worse of then themselves.
You have to scroll down to 18™ (Singapore) and 19t (Israel) to find a country that believes their
children will be financially better off than themselves. Nick Bryant suggested that when people of a
particular country lose economic hope, “they become more open to the politics of grievance, cultural
conflict and scapegoating.” The climate wars continue. Multiculturalism and immigration continue to
rouse impassioned shouting and victimisation. Matters of indigenous affairs are as rancorous as
ever, perhaps even more so since the referendum on the Voice. Not only does the world seem less
certain and less safe, Australian seems more splintered, less laidback, less egalitarian, less
committed to a fair go for all, more anxious.

When will it end? When will it change? | suspect that Nostradamus if here today could not
forecast an end. But perhaps that is not our role, and trying to forecast seems only to increase
anxiety and despair. What entertains my attention is not when will it end, or how can we endure in
troubling times, but the matter of Christian hope. When Christians are anxious about the present or
the future, | wonder if there is a lack of hope in Christ and rather a strong trust in human ability to
succeed. When people in the church become anxious and despair, what hope for the rest? This is
not to pretend things are good when they are patently not. When human ability reaches its end, what
next? Despair?

| think the Christian is buoyed in difficult times not by reliance on human ingenuity, hard work,
good luck or optimism, or even pretence. It involves looking elsewhere, to a different reality, from
which to draw inspiration. | think it involves a cross and resurrection. Christiaan Mostert wrote that
hope that is Christian has its basis in the central event of the resurrection of Jesus.? The core of the
Christian faith is that Jesus in his death took in all the world’s brokenness, and in the resurrection
overcame the destruction, inaugurating a new era, introducing healing and wholeness. The kingdom
of God has come on earth in a new reality in the resurrection of Christ. That does not mean
perfection, it means promise and hope even amidst what is happening.

That is not to pretend what is happening is not happening. It does turn on where we place
ultimacy? Is ultimacy in the world continuing on a certain trajectory? If so, the signs are not
encouraging of a good ending. If our trust is in human capacity to improve things, it seems not to be
going well.

Wolfhard Pannenberg said the resurrection of Christ changes the end, so that the promises
of the end are present in the now.#* God’s eschatological (things of the end) future has broken into
the present.> By the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s future promises begin in the present, as we pray
in the Lord’s Prayer God’s kingdom come. That means the future which we experience in worship,
in the sacraments of baptism and eucharist that point to the future in Christ, transform the present.
The resurrection means the future is open in God. That God’s future promises meet us in the
present.

Christiaan Mostert said that God’s Lordship, and the future promises of God are present “to
people through the church's proclamation, its liturgical life, its hospitality, its ministry to poor and
marginalised people, and its reconciliation of people across all differences of age, race, culture,
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gender and social status.”® He suggested that such a claim needs to be made modestly for “the
presence of the eschatological rule of God” in the church’s life is “fragmentary, ambiguous and
anticipatory.”” We all are aware of such matters as church splits, animosities, enmities, political
manoeuvrings, breakdown in human relationships. We have been confronted in the findings of the
‘bringing them home report’ and ‘Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Assault’; and the ongoing payouts of the National Redress Scheme, to which every church in
Australia (including the UCA) as well as many community groups have had to give millions of dollars.
Without diminishing the magnitude of those matters, of which the church must not disregard,
whitewash or defend, and of which it must repent, provide reparations, and change, the Spirit of
Christ continues to work through the church.
The church’s (i.e. the people’s) failure of nerve to witness to Christ is related to the church’s
(the people’s) failure of hope. Christiaan Mostert has observed that it is the failure of hope that the
“Gospel actually has liberating power” that underlies the western church’s failure to witness, by
contrast it is participation in witnessing that is an indicator of the reality of hope in the gospel of the
risen Christ.®
To renew hope, the church (us) must place our trust in the right place, in what is real as
opposed to what is fleeting. We must live hopefully, not just have hope. We must allow the scriptures
to make and keep us hopeful, even in circumstances that might incline us to despair. To live in hope
means to live in the strength of the resurrection of Jesus. That means, says Mostert, looking beyond
the things that threaten the death for the church and not doubt God will bring renewal to the church,
no matter how much conversion that will require from us.® “The more the church is a community of
hope,” said Mostert, “the more it will understand itself as a community with a future.”'° The only way
to live in the present time of despair and disillusionment, the failure of secular hopes, is to have hope
big enough to sustain the effort of living, and that inevitably means hope in a transcendent God who
created the world and began the recreating in Christ and intends to bring into existence the promised
things that do not yet exist.! Christiaan Mostert closes his discussion on “Living in Hope” with these
words:
For the church it means above all to live hopefully, in the energy field of the future, to
read the scriptures with a hermeneutic of hope, to allow the sacraments to establish
and confirm us in a praxis of hope, and to trust that God is able to bring to completion
what God, in infinite wisdom and unfathomable grace, has begun.!?
In a splintering country, the church does have a message of hope. It is timely. It is real. It is
much needed. And we can be part of that coming reconciliation of all in Christ.

Blessings
Keith Hamilton
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BUSS UPDATE

After a very busy year in 2024 BUSS celebrated with a wonderful Christmas barbecue in
December....

And then in early January a planning
day was held....

What will we look like in 3 years?

The BUSS Board met last week to plan for the
next three years. It was a great time of
exploring, thinking and planning. When we
have finished adding the details we will let
you all know.

Can you help?

Do you have a spare phone at your place? It may be an older one that you have
replaced.

We often have people come who need a phone. Contact us if you have one.

We are also looking for the small bottles of shampoo, conditioner etc that you
often find in motel rooms. They are used by those who are homeless and come to use our
showers. If you have some you can donate please contact us.
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REFUGEE GROUP SPONSORING A PUBLIC LECTURE AT CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITY

The Bathurst Refugee Support Group in conjunction with Charles Sturt University is sponsoring a
Public Lecture with Paul Power, the Chief Executive Officer of the Refugee Council of Australia, as
the Guest Speaker.

This will be at about 6.30pm (Time to be confirmed by CSU) on Thursday 6™ March.

Paul Power will speak about the agenda for refugee policy reform for the next Australian
Parliament, looking beyond the Federal Election at the questions Ministers and Parliamentarians
should be considering to support humane and practical policies for refugees and people seeking
asylum.

We would encourage people to come and support this free public lecture.

SRE TEACHERS NEEDED

Do you love Jesus? Do you enjoy working with children? :
Would you like to learn more about your faith? *Lind - Tg

Why not consider becoming an SRE teacher in one of
Bathurst’s public schools?

This is a very rewarding ministry to be involved in. We use the
CONNECT Program and children are supplied with their own
activity books. All the training is provided and support is
given.

Please talk to Keith or Ellie for more information.

Andrew (and Ruth) Alder would like to thank everyone who
sent messages, called and especially, prayed during

Andrew’s recent hospital adventure in Sydney. Recovery is Mowing Roster
now well under way.

15 February lan

1 March David

PLEASE NOTE Staying Connected

The newsletter email address is For pastoral support, please contact your Pastoral

bathurstucanews@gmail.com . Please Partner, or one of the Elders, or email
BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put you in touch

with someone.

send items by 9pm on the last Wednesday
of the month

Please send news or information for the You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith Hamilton on
website to allanwray@hotmail.com 0417487446 or email
keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com
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Many Ways to Give:

There is now a Tap and Go facility in the church foyer where you can give to
various options with your card.

To pay invoices issued, to donate to the work of the Church, donations to the Organ
Fund, etc:

o For electronic remittances only @ UFS:

4 BSB: 634634 Account No: 100019125

Account Name: Bathurst City - Working Account

Narration: Please indicate why the funds are for.

For cash or cheque deposits @ Reliance Bank

BSB: 882000 Account No: 300003447

Account Name: Bathurst Uniting Church

Narration: Please indicate what the funds are for by asking the teller to enter it into the Bank system.

For Giving Direct and Offertories:

Please see Deb Mina if you wish to set up a regular Direct Debit or Periodical Payment.
BSB: 634634 Account No: 100027964

Account Name: Bathurst City - Giving Direct

Narration: None is required as these deposits are completely anonymous

Bathurst Uniting Support Services (BUSS)

For the work of BUSS as a General Donation or for a Specific Program being run by BUSS

BSB: 634634 Account No: 100049962

Account Name: Bathurst City - BUSS

Narration: Pease indicate what the funds are for, or if you wish to make an anonymouns donation a narration is
not required.



