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Reflection
Remembering the Scriptures

On resurrection day in Luke the women at the tomb and the two on the way to Emmaus are directed to
remember, in particular to remember the scriptures. Each time at the Eucharist we remember not a dead
history but a living Christ whose Spirit draws us into the future in God.

One of the Bible Study groups this Lent discussed the importance of memory verses of Scripture.
Remembering scripture is a humble way of nurturing faith and hope in difficult times and shielding from hubris
in joyful times. From that discussion an idea arose of learning a memory verse each week during Lent. It is
hard work, but worth the effort. A way we can take our Lenten studies forward might be to continue to learn
and recite the verses of scripture.

In days past each memory verse would be put on a small card with the Bible reading on one side and the
verse on the other. | can recall while at a Navigators Christian conference in Canberra in the 1970s walking
around the National Botanical Gardens with two friends, Malcolm and Bruce, as we rehearsed our memory
verses. The late John Mallison, a Christian educator in the UCA, was one who encouraged all Christians to
learn verses of scripture. These days with smart phones it can be easy to keep at hand a list of verses one
is learning.

Below are our six memory verses from Lent, and one for Easter Day. The bible study in the first week of April
will provide a further opportunity to study these scripture verses.

Lent1

Luke 4:8

Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.

Luke 4:8

Lent 2

Psalm 27:1

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom then shall | fear?

The Lord is the strength of my life;

of whom then shall | be afraid?

Psalm 27:1

: : The Lorp is my light!

Psalm 27:1.

Lent 3

1 Corinthians 10:13
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to everyone; but God is faithful and will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able to bear, but with the temptation God will also make
the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

1 Corinthians 10:13

Lent 4

2 Corinthians 5:17-18

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; anything old has passed away, see, everything has
become new. All of this from God who has reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:17-18



Lent 5

Isaiah 43:16, 19

Thus says the Lord,

| am about to do a new thing;

Now it springs forth, do you perceive it?
Isaiah 43:16, 19

Lent 6

Philippians 2:10-11

At the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:10-11

Easter

Psalm 118:24

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 118:24

Blessings,
Keith Hamilton 31 March 2025

Holy Week and Easter

A‘ﬂ(ﬁ%@ Palm Sunday morning -13 April. We will hold a procession commencing at the
PALM front of the 1837 Hall, moving into the church with palm branches and other
SUNDAY branches and blankets. Note: Only John’s gospel speaks of palm branches;

S Matthew and Mark speak of leafy branches, and Luke of garments spread on

the road.

Holy Week morning prayers on the Bathurst UC zoom, 7-7:15 am

Holy Thursday service - 17 April, 5:30-6:30 pm, that includes soup and bread rolls, in the
Activities Hall.

Good Friday service - 18 April followed by Coffee and Hot Cross Buns at the Hamilton’s.

Easter Saturday -19 April gathering at the church for cleaning and setting up the church for
Easter, including coffee and hot cross buns, 9-10:30 am. Bring your cleaning cloths,etc

Easter Day service - 20 April including congregational reaffirmation of vows of Baptism.
There is no 5pm Service on Easter Day or Good Friday.
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SAFE CHURCH WORKSHOP

The Rev Andrew Parkinson, the Synod’s
Culture of Safety Minister, will be
conducting a Safe Church Workshop for
our Church with 3 x 2hr Sessions from
7.00pm to 9.00pm over three evenings on
the Monday nights 5™, 12" and 26" May in
the Activities Hall.

Itis important that all persons working
with children and vulnerable people
attend.

Register at
www.nswact.uca.org.au/support-
services/safe-church-unit/safe-church-

training

A WORKING BEE will be held at the
church at 9.30am on Saturday 10 May.
More detail in the May newsletter.

BUSS UPDATE
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UnitingChurch

SYNOD OF NSW & ACT

CULTURE of SAFETY

Training (3 Evenings)
Bathurst

Covers the updated Culture of Safety
training and is valid for 3yrs.

Bathurst Uniting Church
~ 140A William St Bathurst
7pm-9pm, Monday 5th May

' 7pm-9pm, Monday 12th May
7pm-9pm, Monday 26th May

Participants MUST attend all 3 sessions to receive their certification.
Register online via the CULTURE of SAFETY
training page of the UCA Synod website
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HOMELESSNESS COALITION TO BE FORMED.

BUSS invited a number of relevant agencies, service clubs,
local council and interested individuals to see if there was
interest in forming a homelessness Coalition for Bathurst.
27 people attended and there great discussion and
interaction between everyone. We were delighted that there
was overwhelming support for forming a Coalition. The first
meeting will be convened after Easter and BUSS will provide
admin support for the group.
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OneDay Christian Women’s Conference will be held on 17 May from
9.30 am until 3pm at Blayney Community Centre. Registrations are
open now.

This is a locally run, not for profit, non-denominational Christian
women’s conference in the Central West. Last year 350 women
attended. The aim is to faithfully teach the Bible so that women are
built up and encouraged. For more information go to
http://www.onedaycwc.org.au
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TALKS BY BEC THOMPSON

CHURCH RETREAT

On Saturday 22 March a retreat was held at Perthville
Community Hall. It was led by Rev Ann Perrin and .|
provided some time together for activities and 4
reflection.

A big thank you to Deb and Maree for all your effort !

Mowing Roster
20 April lan & Allan
4 May Aisea

Staying Connected Worship Services

For pastoral support, please contact Your Pastoral 990 & [ e elurek

Partner, or one of the Elders, or email

BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put you in touch 6 April Rev Keith Hamilton - Holy
with someone. Communion

You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith Hamilton on 13 Apnl Rev Keith Hamilton

0417487446 or email 20 April Rev Keith Hamilton
keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com

27 Rev Keith Hamilton

4 May Rev Keith Hamilton - Holy

PLEASE NOTE Communion

The newsletter email address is ‘Sunday @ 5’
bathurstucanews@gmail.com . Please At 5pm — contemporary, informal, all
send items by 9pm on the last Wednesday ages worship in the Activities Hall.

of the month i
On the first Sunday of each month

Please send news or information for the there will be Holy Communion and a
website to allanwray@hotmail.com shared meal.
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