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Reflection

The Council of Nicaea

One of the creeds that many Christians confess as the faith of the church is the Nicaean Creed. It turns
1700 this year. Many churches the world over are celebrating by holding seminars and conferences
studying the creed, its background, ongoing influence, and what it might say to the church today.

On 20 May 235, about 300 bishops gathered in Nicaea, now Iznik, a city to the east of Constantinople
(now Istanbul). The emperor Constantine summoned the bishops to resolve a crisis that shaped the
church ever since. What is the relationship of God as ‘the Father’ and Jesus? It goes to the question,
who is Jesus Christ?

Was Jesus a good man whom God the Father adopted at his baptism, giving the Spirit, then at the cross
withdrawing the Spirit, so that it was a good man on the cross, rather than the scandal of crucifying
God? Or maybe Jesus is a good man who died for a cause. These are academic questions with real
world implications. If Jesus is not God, then we are left to our own devices to do the best we can. The
strong and the powerful will prevail over the weak and the hurting. There is little hope for anything good
beyond death.

Like all human interactions with other humans there is a public or political dimension to the council of
Nicaea. It ever was, and it ever is. One person can do what they like with little recourse or consideration
of the other, but two or more people have to work out,
Worship Services navigate a way forward, or just slug it out with the
strongest and fittest winning.
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On the first Sunday of each month It is important to note that the Creed which we call the
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shared meal. amended on the way through. The first in 325 at Nicaea,




then amended in 381 at the Council of Constantinople, and in 451 at the Council of Chalcedon. So, the
church did not act brashly or rashly but gave great prolonged consideration to the matter. The first
version ended with the words: “we believe in the Holy Spirit” then had a list of statements condemning
Arius, whose teaching that Jesus was not God gave rise to the council meeting. The second council
added what we call today the third article about the Holy Spirit.

Strictly speaking, it should be called the Nicaean -Constantinople Creed. However, it was shortened in
name, as is our want, long before Aussies got our hands on it.

It is noteworthy, the filioque clause, which is Latin for “and the son” in the third article was an addition
and is not agreed to by all churches. The Orthodox church does not have the filioque clause. Catholic,
Anglican and most protestant churches do. The Uniting Church Assembly, in response to the World
Council of Churches call for greater unity, resolved 1988 to remove the filioque clause. So did the
Lutherans. That Filiogue clause was one of the reasons for the Great Schism in the church between
East and West in 1054. So, you will notice if you go from our Uniting Church to attend services at other
churches who use the Nicaean Creed, there is the slight difference.

Of the three articles of the Nicaean creed, the middle article is the most important. The key word is
homoousia. It means ‘of the same substance or essence.’ The creed is saying that Jesus Christ, fully
human is also equally importantly fully divine. Divine from before the creation of the world, and into
eternity. That divine human nature is not like oil and water that separate. It is not that there is Jesus as
human, and there as divine. It is all one. Jesus as the same essence or homoousia of the Father, means
that he and the Father are one, not just of one mind or common origin or future, one.

All these matters are essential for the Christian faith. They are not abstract matters in any way.

The ancient creed is not just something we might mumble in church. It can be declared as our faith.
When declared in a congregation it becomes a powerful reminder of who we are and whose we are.

In former days in many (though not all) expressions of the Christian church people were encouraged to
memorise it in readiness for either adult baptism or confirmation. It can then become a foundation, a
‘memory’, of our faith, which can support us in good and difficult times.

There are echoes of the Creed in many hymns. For example, the hymn O Come all, ye Faithful.

God of God,

Light of light,

Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God,

begotten not created

and the hymn

Of the Father’s love begotten
ere the worlds began to be,

he is Alpha and Omega,

he the source, the ending he . .



Martin Kochanski says of the creed: “A creed tells us who we are. It reminds us of truths we have
forgotten (or would like to forget). It steers us away from mistakes people have made in the past, which
is a good thing because we are people too and quite likely to be making the same mistakes.”’

Itis sometimes said that all we need is the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other. However,
that leaves us having to work out everything. We can learn from the tradition of the church. The Nicene
Creed is part of that living tradition, or memory.

There is more that can must be said, but enough for now.
Blessings

Keith Hamilton
27 May 2025

BUSS UPDATE
Homelessness in Bathurst

Earlier in the year BUSS invited a number of relevant agencies, service clubs, local council and
interested individuals to see if there was interest in forming a homelessness Coalition for Bathurst. 27
people attended and there great discussion and interaction between everyone.

After getting overwhelming support to go ahead and form a homelessness Coalition we had our
first meeting on 23rd May. The group determined some Terms of Reference for what they would
do and how they would operate. The name of the group will be the Bathurst Regional
Homelessness Coalition (BRHC) and the new Chair is Kate Hook. BUSS will be providing admin
support for the group (thanks to a donation by Daybreak Rotary). It's very exciting to see
community organisations coming together to look at this vital issue in Bathurst.

Some of the activities that have taken place in the last couple of weeks as part of the BUSS
programs.

Year 12 students from De Lasalle at Lithgow
cooked up 35 meals for the café. Wonderful
donation!

An excursion to Mayfield Gardens in mid
May to see the Autumn colours

1 Martin Kochanski, The Creed in Slow Motion (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2022), 6.



Learning how to carve emu eggs with Josho Simpson

Bathurst Buddies at Maccas

Staying Connected

For pastoral support, please contact your
Pastoral Partner, or one of the Elders, or
email

BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put
you in touch with someone.

Mowing Roster
June lan
July Aisea

PLEASE NOTE
You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith

The newsletter email address is Hamilton on 0417487446 or email
bathurstucanews@gmail.com . Please keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com
send items by 9pm on the last Wednesday
of the month

Please send news or information for the
website to allanwray@hotmail.com
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