
.30AMChristmas Day Worship will be at  9am on the 25th. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

9:30 am services for August 
 
ZOOM will be setup in both locations. 
Aug 2 In the Church Rev Keith Hamilton Holy Communion 
Aug 9 IIn the hall Rev Keith Hamilton 
Aug 16 In the Church Rev Keith Hamilton 
Aug 23 In the Church Rev Keith Hamilton 
Aug 30 In the hall Rev Keith Hamilton 
Sept 6 In the Church David McLeod Father’s Day Holy Communion  
Morning tea will continue as usual, following worship. 
 
 

 
5pm Worship  

is held in the Activities Hall. It is contemporary, informal 

and for all ages. It is a growing and vibrant group that 

meets. There is a great group of musicians who lead 

the singing.  If you would like to join in with your 

instrument (including voice) there is a time to practise 

the songs each week at 4.30pm (before the service). 

On the first Sunday of the month Holy Communion is 

celebrated and a shared meal is eaten during the 

service. 

Everyone is welcome!  

 
 

Church Defibrillator  
 
 
As you may be aware the church is now in 
possession of a Defibrillator. 
 
It is located on the wall opposite the door from 
the church to the hall. 
 
If you haven’t seen the video on how to use it at 
one of the services you can watch it here. 

 
Lifepak CR2 Essential Demonstration Video 

 

 

Bathurst Uniting Church 

Sharing God’s love by connecting people to God; 

people to people; and people to community. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-uHeD4Icq0


 

Reflection  
  

 Family letter to cousins 
 

In the July newsletter I wrote of the family letter sent by the First Assembly of the Uniting 
Church to all Uniting Church congregations in 1977. It was the occasion of the first Assembly 
(national body of the UCA). It was the first of a trilogy of statements, letters, sent at that time. 
Unfortunately, most people are totally unaware of those first two letters. The letter or statement to 
the Nation is well known. This month the newsletter includes the Statement to other churches.  I am 
calling it a family letter to cousins. 
 

The second ‘letter’ in the trilogy was to other churches and began with ‘greetings on the 
occasion of the first meeting of the Assembly.’1 The second paragraph expressed the belief that it 
was the Holy Spirit which brought the Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches 
together.2 The statement supports that church union with both a reference to the Basis of Union that 
unity is ‘both Christ’s gift and His will for the church,’3 and the ‘deep conviction that unity is laid upon 
the church in the New Testament itself.4 It further comments that such Christian unity will enable the 
church to ‘better be able to fulfil the mission of the Church in Australian society.’5 In succeeding 
paragraphs the statement speaks of the encouragement for ‘unity at the local level’6 and the need 
to ‘develop practical aspects of mission’ in all the public areas of the Australian community so that 
‘the Gospel may be heard more clearly’ and it ‘may be more effectively expressed.’7 The Assembly 
statement expressed a desire that the ‘Uniting Church will learn from other communions of their 
obedience to Christ and of the ways in which they seek to proclaim Him to the world.’8 The statement 
draws to a close seeking ‘God’s will for the future of His people in Australia’ and a prayer for guidance 
and strength of His Spirit.’9 The statement ends with an ascription of glory from Romans 16:27.10 
 
I think the second statement, more like a family letter to cousins, is still relevant. It is a good 
reminder to us in the Uniting Church, and useful in our relationships with other Christian churches, 
who are family. It sets our relationships with other church in a Christian (theological) framework, 
which is the only way for us to relate to other churches. 
 
 

STATEMENT TO OTHER CHURCHES 
 

Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia, on the occasion of its first meeting, sends 
greetings to other churches in Australia.  

The Assembly believes that the Holy Spirit has been at work in the process which has brought 
the Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches together. The Basis of Union which 
these denominations accepted describes unity as "both Christ's gift and His will for the Church.” The 
path to this union has been long and at times, difficult but we have pursued this path out of deep 
conviction that unity is laid upon us in the New Testament itself and that a united body will, better be 
able to fulfil the mission of the Church in Australian society.  

The formation of the Uniting Church represents but one stage on the road to unity of 
Christians in Australia. The Basis contains a clear commitment to seek a wider unity under the 

 
1 Assembly, Statement to Other Churches, para. 2; Basis, para. 1. 
2 Assembly, Statement to Other Churches, para. 2. 
3 Ibid., para. 2; Basis, para. 1. 
4 Assembly, Statement to Other Churches, para., 2.; While a text is not named one possible text is Ephesians 4:7-16 that refers to 

‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and faither of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.’ 
5 Ibid., para., 2. 
6 Ibid., para., 4. 
7 Ibid., para., 5. 
8 Ibid., para., 6. 
9 Ibid., para., 8. 
10 Ibid., Para. 9. 



guidance of God's Spirit and the very name "Uniting Church" implies that the process of union is 
incomplete. It may be that further organic unions will not be achieved for some considerable time, 
but other forms of unity and co-operation are open to us and we believe these should be sought 
without delay.  

Some forms of unity are national in character, others regional and local. Our Assembly has 
given encouragement to congregations and parishes to seek greater unity at local level. As far as 
the national level is concerned, the Assembly has applied for membership in the World Council of 
Churches, The Australian Council of Churches and various other ecumenical and co-operative 
bodies.  

It is not only the formal links that, in our view, need development, but also the practical 
aspects of mission. Whether it be in industry, health services, or use of the mass media, to name 
only three, we hope for a greater "unity in mission" so that the Gospel may be heard more clearly in 
the Australian community, and so that the care and concern which are integral to that Gospel may 
be more effectively expressed.  

On the level of discussion and consultation, we hope for a continuation of bi-lateral and multi-
lateral conferences dealing with theological and pastoral issues; it is our hope that the Uniting 
Church will learn from other communions of their obedience to Christ and of the ways in which they 
seek to proclaim Him to the world.  

As well as developing existing ventures, we hope to discover with other Churches new forms 
of unity and co-operation. To this end we have established a Commission on Ecumenical Affairs: 
We expect that similar committees will be formed on State, regional and local levels in due course.  

As we seek, with you, God's will for the future of His people in Australia, we pray for the 
guidance and strength of His Spirit.  

"To the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ, Amen." (Rom. 16:27.) 
Sydney, 24th June, 1977  
 
 
Blessings in Christ 
Keith Hamilton 
31 July 2026 
 
 
BUSS UPDATE 
 

Music BUSS was established in November 2022 as a program of Bathurst Uniting Support Services. 

Participants of all skill levels are welcome to join in our sessions, where we learn to sing and/or 

play a variety of songs in a supportive and encouraging environment, building competence, 

confidence and community.  

This year Music BUSS and MiniBus are taking part in Beatlesfest. 

 

The Magical Mystery Music BUSS Tour is your chance to get a taste of the Music BUSS experience 

with our Saturday workshop in the Activities Hall and optional Sunday performance at 10.30am at 

the Rotunda in Machattie Park. To find out more about these events, please see the links below. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-music-buss-tour-workshop 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-mystery-music-buss-tour-show 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-music-buss-tour-workshop
https://events.humanitix.com/magical-mystery-music-buss-tour-show


And in 2023, some members of Music BUSS found that one jam session a week just wasn't enough 

- and Minibus was born. We are a band of friends who share a love of music and its power to

connect people. We play community gigs at Bathurst venues and help fundraise for BUSS, along

the way hopefully inspiring other aspiring musicians to follow their dreams.

The Beatles are a favourite of Minibus and we are performing our Rubber Soul Album show on 

Saturday night at Beatlesfest. Grab a ticket and come along to see Minibus perform. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mini-bus-present-rubber-soul-tickets-1989136864909 

Join us at 2pm on Thursday 27 

August at St Stephen's Uniting 

Church to give thanks for Rev. 

Bronwyn Murphy ministry and 

partnership across the Synod 

concludes her time as Associate 

Secretary. 

Register (or join via livestream) by Monday 17 August: 

https://nswactuca.eventsair.com/comsbm/rsvp/Site/Register 

Mowing Roster 
August - Ian  Staying Connected

For pastoral support, please contact your Pastoral 
Partner, or one of the Elders, or email  
BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put you in touch 
with someone. 

You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith Hamilton on 

0417487446 or email 

keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com 

PLEASE NOTE 

The newsletter email address is 

bathurstucanews@gmail.com . Please send 

items by 9pm on the last Wednesday of the month 

Please send news or information for the website to 

allanwray@hotmail.com 
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