
.30AMChristmas Day Worship will be at  9am on the 25th. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

9:30 am services for July 
 
ZOOM will be setup in both locations. 
  
Jul 5 In the Church Rev David Wrightson Holy Communion 
Jul 12 In the hall Brian Mowbray 
Jul 19 In the hall Lynne and Tim Collett 
Jul 26 in the Hall. Rev Keith Hamilton ( Congregational Meeting afterwards) 
Aug 2 In the Church Rev Keith Hamilton Holy Communion 
Morning tea will continue as usual, following worship. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection 
 

The family letter 
 

In 1977, at the rising (technical term for end of a meeting) of the Assembly (national body of the 
UCA), three statements were released. One to the Uniting Church Congregations. A second to other 
Christian churches in Australia. The third to the nation.  

Many who have been in the Uniting Church for some years maybe familiar with the third 
statement, Statement to the Nation. That statement is often included in compendiums of statements 
the Uniting Church has made, such as statements on multiculturalism in 1985, the covenant with the 
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress in 1994, statements for the common good in 2009, 
and so on.  

However, the first two statements of the set of three from 1997 are never included. It is likely 
that very few people are aware of the statements. I have only heard of them referred to once in passing 
by Andrew Dutney, then President of the Assembly in 2017, and then because Andrew had studied the 
formative documents of the Uniting Church as part of his PHD. One has to go digging to find them. They 
are included in the minutes of the Inaugural Assembly Meeting of 1997.  

The second statement was directed to other Christian churches in Australia. It is worth reading 
and will be included in a later Newsletter.  

The first statement was to the congregations. In terms of hierarchy of importance, it is the first 
and therefore of the most importance. It is like an encouraging family letter. It would be like sending out 
three letters, one to immediate family, one for extended family and friends, and one for general 
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‘Sunday @ 5’ 

At 5pm  – contemporary, 

informal, all ages worship 

in the Activities Hall.  

On the first Sunday of 

each month there will be 

Holy Communion and a 

shared meal. 

 

Congregational Meeting 

 Sunday 26 July in the hall after the 9.30am service. 

Please bring some lunch to share. 

All members of the congregation are welcome to attend whether 
you generally worship at 9.30am or 5pm. 



readership. Unfortunately, the letter to general readership has been taken to heart by the immediate 
family, and the two more intimate letters are as if lost. Reading the first two letters puts the third letter 
in context.  

As you read it you will notice that the first letter is a theological (Christian thinking and acting) 
document. It quotes scripture. It mentions the trinity. While not using the name Father, it speaks of God 
as creator, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. It speaks of the church as the body of Christ. It refers 
to our baptism. It alludes to ‘reformed evangelical theology’ (the theology of the Congregational, 
Methodist and Presbyterian traditions) when it encourages us to remember that it is by grace alone that 
we are saved. It picks up the Methodist emphasis on the renewal by the Holy Spirit. It reminds us that 
all of us in the church have gifts of the Spirit essential for the thriving live of the church. The statement 
finishes with an ascription of praise to God. I think it is inspiring and worth reading. It is the statement 
which I think should be framed and on the wall of every Uniting Church across Australia. The Statement 
to Congregations is set out below. 

 
Blessings , Keith Hamilton  25 June 2026 
 

ASSEMBLY STATEMENTS 
STATEMENT TO CONGREGATIONS 

 
The first Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia sends greetings to all congregations which 

now enter upon the adventure of union. Together let us give thanks to God who has brought us to this 
hour.  

The long-awaited union has arrived, but our unity is by no means complete. Not only are there 
many Christians with whom we do not yet share the Lord's Table, but we ourselves are not fully united 
to Christ or to one another. What we celebrate now is but a foretaste of that fullness of grace and truth, 
of forgiveness and reconciliation, which is God's promised gift to His people.  

Much time and energy have been expended in creating a framework for the Uniting Church on 
the various levels and for a multitude of purposes. Yet the unity of which Scripture speaks is not a 
human creation but a divine gift. It is God himself, through Christ, who has reconciled us (II Cor. 5:18). 
The Uniting Church's outward form is but one expression, in our historical and geographical setting, of 
the one Body of Christ.  

The Assembly calls on congregations to accept the responsibility of confessing Christ in the 
local situation. In the life of congregations, the Gospel meets the world. The forms of mission will vary 
from place to place, but it is the same Lord "yesterday and today and forever" that we confess (Heb. 
13:8).  

The fulfilment of God's mission will require a reaching out to other denominations in the towns 
and districts throughout Australia. There are many different ways of seeking ecumenical fellowship, 
but there is only "one Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Eph. 4:5).  

The Church is God's creation. Let us give thanks for that measure of reform and reunion which 
the Inauguration of the Uniting Church represents but let us also be open to a continuing renewal by 
God's Spirit. The Assembly calls on all congregations to pray for the strength and guidance which God 
is waiting to grant us through that Spirit. By grace alone are we saved, and by the Spirit alone will all our 
planning and searching, our praying and our organising be brought to fruition.  

"To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, dominion and authority 
before all time and now and for ever Amen." (Jude 25.) 
 Sydney, 24th June, 1977.  



 
NAIDOC stands for the National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 

Committee. For the past 50 years there has been a Sunday-to-Sunday 
weeklong celebrations. This year the celebrations will be held from 5 – 12 July 
2026.  
Recently several of us from our Bathurst Uniting Church attended a lecture at 
CSU by Distinguished Professor Stan Grant. There were many points made of 

great importance. One was that we cannot change the past, and of equal 
importance; we do not need to repeat the errors, the tragedies, the killings, the 

forced relocation of a people, and the forced removal of children. We can remember the collective 
contribution of all people: first peoples, European settlers, post-World War II migrants. Each 
contributes to the whole. While we are remembering and celebrating, we do need to remember the 
actions that caused harm, and what we can do differently. That is not a 'guilt' industry; it is about, 
among other things, education, so that we do not repeat past failures. It is not 'guilting' people' 
because as Christians we know that any harm to another is sin. The proper Christian response to sin 
is not anger or avoidance and blaming the other. It is confession, repentance, seeking God's 
forgiveness and then seeking Christ's resurrection newness to live a new life without that sin, and that 
includes repairing the relationship. As we are mindful of NAIDOC week, perhaps we can be mindful of 
what we can do to build better understanding and social inclusion and in so doing live a life that more 
fully gives honour to God.                  Keith Hamilton. 
 
 
BUSS UPDATE 
 

Music BUSS was established in November 2022 as a program of Bathurst Uniting Support Services. 

Participants of all skill levels are welcome to join in our sessions, where we learn to sing and/or play 

a variety of songs in a supportive and encouraging environment, building competence, confidence 

and community.  

 

The Magical Mystery 

Music BUSS Tour is 

your chance to get a 

taste of the Music BUSS experience with our Saturday workshop and optional Sunday performance. 

To find out more about these events, please see the links below. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-music-buss-tour-workshop 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-mystery-music-buss-tour-show 

 

And in 2023, some members of Music BUSS found that one jam session a week just wasn't enough - 

and Minibus was born. We are a band of friends who share a love of music and its power to connect 

people. We play community gigs at Bathurst venues and help fundraise for BUSS, along the way 

hopefully inspiring other aspiring musicians to follow their dreams. 

 

The Beatles are a favourite of Minibus and we are performing our Rubber Soul Album show on 

Saturday night at Beatlesfest. Grab a ticket and come along to see Minibus perform. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mini-bus-present-rubber-soul-tickets-1989136864909 

  
 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/magical-music-buss-tour-workshop
https://events.humanitix.com/magical-mystery-music-buss-tour-show
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mini-bus-present-rubber-soul-tickets-1989136864909


Recent Generous Community Support 

Our food programs are presently being sponsored by the Jemena Community Grants Program. 

The 'Lions Club of Mt Panorama' generously donated towels, face washers and hand towels for our 

bathroom, fruit for our weekend cafe and 2 crockpots for our food programs during the week. 

Vanessa Pringle Floral Designs chose BUSS as the 

first recipient in their Pick Me Up Project and 

presented a $100 voucher purchased from Keen & 

Co. Quality Cuts for purchase of meat for Frypan 

Warriors. 

Mowing Roster 
July - Brian 

Staying Connected

For pastoral support, please contact your Pastoral 
Partner, or one of the Elders, or email  
BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put you in touch 
with someone. 

You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith Hamilton on 

0417487446 or email 

keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com 

PLEASE NOTE 

The newsletter email address is bathurstucanews@gmail.com . 

Please send items by 9pm on the last Wednesday of the month 

Please send news or information for the website to 

allanwray@hotmail.com 

This Photo by Unknown 

AUSLAN 

I am investigating whether and how we can 
improve the service we offer to hearing 
impaired people who might attend the 
morning service. 

As part of this I am keen to find out 
whether any members of our current 
congregation have experience in Auslan 
sign language or would like to learn it. 

Please contact me by 'phone or email if 
this interests you in any way. 
Andrew  
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