Bathurst Uniting Church

Sharing God's love by connecting people to God;
people to people; and people to community.

Newsletter June 2026

9:30 am service location Winter 2026 schedule.

The Church Council has approved the recommendation of the Faith and
Worship Team for the following winter arranges. This follows a survey in 2025
that indicated exactly 50% of the people who responded preferred winter
worship in either the Church or Activities Hall. All attenders are encouraged to
~ express Christian grace to each other, and attend all services, where
possible.

ZOOM will be setup in both locations.

Jun 7 In the Church
Jun 14 In the hall

Jun 21 Church Union Anniversary celebration. In the hall. Bring and share lunch after church.
Service around tables set up (similar to Maundy Thursday except with people sitting on both
sides of the tables).

Jun 28 Uniting World focus. in the Church ‘Sunday @ 5’

Jul51n the Church

Jul 12 In the hall At Spm — contemporary,
Jul19 In the hall informal, all ages worship

Jul 26 in the Hall. Congregation meeting and bring and share lunch. in the Activities Hall.

Aug 2 In the Church On the first Sunday of
Aug 9 lin the hall each month there will be

Aug 16 In the Church Holy Communion and a
Aug 23 In the Church shared meal.

Aug 30 In the hall

Morning tea will continue as usual, following worship.

Grace and peace
Keith Hamilton, on behalf of the Church Council, and Faith and Worship Team.

TRIVIA NIGHT

There will be a Trivia Night on Friday 26 June in the Activities
Hall for Kuca and Youth Group and their families ....... and for
all the church family. Everyone is welcome. Come along and
have some fun! Bring something to share for dinner if you
can.

ﬁ" BRING A DISH v
TO SHARE FOR DINNER ‘




Reflection

Holiness: what is it and what is the point of it?

Holiness is not a word directly found in the documents of the Uniting Church. However, Holiness is part
of our church heritage. Holiness was a key aspect of the Wesleyan evangelistic movement that gave
rise to the Methodist Church. A Church, that in Australia, in its totality joined with many
Congregationalists and many Presbyterians to form the Uniting Church, 49 years ago this month. The
adjective ‘holy’ is however there in the Basis of Union, expressed as part of a quadruplicate of
adjectives that describe the church: ‘one, holy, catholic and apostolic church.’ Used in this way, ‘holy’
appears 26 times, in a document of 18 paragraphs. Therefore, it would seem that ‘holy’ and its noun,
‘holiness’ are important to the Uniting Church. Given that the clause ‘We believe in the one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church’ is located in the third article of the Nicene Creed, it is important to the
whole church. The third article is the outworking of our belief in the Holy Spirit of God, as one of the
trinity, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit.

The third article is:
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Let us think a bit more about holiness. | recently reread an article by Robert Gribben.? Gibben’s enquiry
isinto what has the Basis of Union committed the churchto be??Itis one of his answers thatis pertinent
here. Gribben suggests that ‘holiness’ is perhaps the most important word in the Methodist tradition.
It connects with the holiness of God as ‘other;’ as the one uniquely worthy of praise; of the ‘Christ-
abled’® conquering of sin through the life-long work of the Holy Spirit. It is ‘the key to Methodist attitude
to evangelisation,” and has been a ‘decisive mark’ of the Methodist church.* Gribben is suggesting that
the Methodist ‘holiness’ tradition could assist the Uniting Church in worship,® evangelisation and
community services.® Wesleyan ‘holiness’ is a response to God’s grace by ‘the whole human being:
heart, and soul, mind and body’ through an ‘openness to the Spirit working within an obedient soul,
until all lesser loves were set aside by the love of God.’” Gribben writes:
Another of its core doctrines, Christian assurance, builds on St Paul’s ‘the Spirit bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God’ (Rom 8:16), so we may know it. Regular withess to
this is offered by ‘the means of grace’, which include the reading and study of the Scriptures,
regular (for Wesley, at least weekly) Holy Communion, regular prayer, regular fasting, as well as,
from in his student days, the visiting of prisons, the provision of schooling for ‘ragged children’

! Robert Gribben, ‘Living Traditions in the Uniting Church,” Uniting Church Studies 20, No. 2, (December 2014), 23. If you put
these details into your web browser, or https://ucaassembly.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/379, you will find the full article.

2 Ibid., 23.

3 Ibid., 32.

41bid., 32.

5 Ibid., 32, 33.

¢ Ibid., 32, 35.

71bid., 35. Gribben notes that ‘The doctrine is linked with the Orthodox understanding of theosis, which might be defined as 'God
became one of us in Christ, so that we, in Christ, might become one with God.” n45.

8 Ibid., 35.



https://ucaassembly.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/379

(street kids), and the free availability of medicines for the poor, because of their concern for
bodily health. Fighting against social ills by public advocacy (e.g., against smuggling, the gin
traffic, and slavery) was also an essential outcome of Methodist pursuit of holiness of life; for
them, holiness was not only for their own personal sanctification.®

Growing in holiness is being transformed from the inside out, as we open our spirit to the Holy Spirit.
That opening of ourselves comes about through nurturing of that relationship of our spirit with the Holy
Spirit, that connects us with the risen Christ. We can fill our mind with knowledge, and our lives with
experiences, but if those things do not lead to or involve a nurturing of the relationship at the core of
our being with the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit, what do we gain?

Paul wrote to the church in Galatia (Galatians 6) of the fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, gentleness, self-control. The gospels speak of compassion (Luke 10; 15) and mercy
(Matthew 9; 12). All these things come from the inside out. They cannot be obtained by magic or magical
thinking. It is the hard discipleship work of a developed prayer life that includes adoration (praise),
confession, thanksgiving, supplication (prayers for self) intersession (prayers for the world church,
world, local church, people and places). It involves the reading of the scriptures and their exposition
(commentaries such as With Love to the World, Daily Bread, and other works). It involves private
(devotions) and communal worship of the Living God.

| think in our era of secularism and individualism, a life that is growing in holiness is a compelling
witness. People will ask, what is it about you that is different? Then we can answer with the wisdom of
Godthatintegrates our experiences and knowledge with the relationship of our spirit and the Holy Spirit
at the depth of our being.

Holiness is not to be kept to ourselves. It is given expression in the whole of our lives, not least in our
giving worship and glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Blessings

Keith Hamilton 2 June 2026

Bathurst Uniting Church has been awarded a $20,000 grant under the Safe Places for Faith
Communities grant from Multicultural NSW. The money will allow us to put video cameras around
the church, upgrade the wifi system and standardise all the locks around the church. Work will be
happening in the next few months.

BUSS UPDATE

Aaron and Liam are providing a free nurse-led health clinic for vulnerable
people.

They are visiting our BUSS rooms each Wednesday from 10am- 1pm until
the end of June.

No referralis needed.

They are helping people with health checks, mental health/drug and
alcohol support, and a connection to other services.




In May BUSS organised some excursions including ten pin bowling and a great trip to
Abercrombie House which included a tour and afternoon tea. All
members of the congregation are welcome to join these
excursions when they are held — they will be advertised.

II(BESYQSTONE
Minibus (an off-shoot of Music BUSS) is performing BeeGees

songs at Keystone on Saturday 13 June. See
https://www.keystone1889.com/ticket-event to book your tickets.

Staying Connected
.QL g For pastoral support, please contact your Pastoral
4% e Partner, or one of the Elders, or email
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_/P CHE T 1% Sl BUCconnect@gmail.com and we’ll put you in touch
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You can also contact our minister, Rev Keith Hamilton on
1 SAT 13" JUNE i
PAY-AS-YOU-WISH _ 04.174874f16 or email .
DOORS OPEN 6. oqgm keith.hamilton.bathurstuc@gmail.com
PLEASE NOTE Mowing Roster
. . J - Pet
The newsletter email address is une - reter
bathurstucanews@gmail.com . Please send items

by 9pm on the last Wednesday of the month

Please send news or information for the website to
allanwray@hotmail.com
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